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THE CITY OF LINCOLN FREEMAN’S GILD
A. RULES
1. The name of the gild is “THE CITY OF LINCOLN FREEMAN’S GILD”.
2. The objects for which the Gild is established are: (a) To do everything possible to enhance the good reputation of the City of Lincoln and
to further the welfare of all its citizens.
(b) To encourage and assist the Citizens and Freemen of Lincoln to realise their public
and civic responsibilities and to serve their City in every way which, individually and
collectively, is open to them.
(c) With proper regard to the general public interest and without infringing the rights,
duties and powers of the Right Worshipful the Mayor, the City Council, the Magistrates
and the other Governing Authorities of Lincoln to maintain and develop the rights and
privileges of the Admitted Freemen of Lincoln.
(d) To afford means of mutual information between the Freemen of the City of Lincoln.
(e) To obtain and supply funds for the advancement and benefit of the Gild’s objects and
for any charitable purpose.
(f) To collect, receive and hold funds by voluntary contribution, subscriptions, gifts,
legacies or otherwise for the objects of the Gild.
(h) To raise money for the purpose of carrying out any of the objects of the Gild, and to
secure the same in such manner as may be thought fit.
(i) To sell, improve, lease, dispose of or otherwise deal with all or any of the property
and rights of the Gild as may be deemed expedient with a view to the promotion of its
objects.
(j) To invest any monies not required for the immediate purposes of the Gild in any
securities authorized by law for investment of trust funds either in its own name, or in
the names of any two or more of its officers, or other persons as it may think fit subject
as regards monies which are to represent property which is subject to the jurisdiction
of the Charity Commissioners to such sanction (if any) being obtained as is for the time
being prescribed by law.
(k) The doing of all such other lawful things as are incidental or conducive to the
attainment of the above objects. Provided that the Gild shall not support with its funds,
any object or endeavor, or impose on or procure to be observed by its members or others,
any regulation, restriction or condition which as an object of the Gild would make it a
trade union.
Provided also that, in case the Gild shall take or hold any property subject to the
jurisdiction of the Trustees the Gild shall not sell, mortgage, charge or lease the same
without such authority, approval or consent as may be required by law, and as regards
any such property the Officers or Trustees of the Gild be chargeable for such property
as may come into their hands, and shall be answerable and accountable for their own
acts, receipts, neglects and defaults, and for the due administration of such property in
case the Gild shall take or hold any property which may be subject to any trusts, the
Gild shall only deal with the same in such manner as allowed by law, having regard to
such trusts.
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3. The income and property if the Gild whencesoever derived, shall be applied solely
towards the promotion of the object of the Gild, and no portion thereof shall be paid or
transferred directly or indirectly by way of dividends, bonus or otherwise howsoever
by way of profit to the Members of the Gild. Provided that nothing herein shall prevent
the payment in good faith of reasonable and proper remuneration to any Officer or
Servant of the Gild or to any Member of the Gild in return for any services actually
rendered to the Gild, nor prevent the payment of interest at the rate not exceeding six
per cent per annum on money lent or reasonable and proper rent for premises demised
or let by any Member of the Gild, but so that no Member of the Committee or Governing
Body of the Gild shall be appointed to any salaried office of the Gild, or any office of
the Gild paid by Fees, and that no remuneration or other benefit in money or money’s
worth shall be given by the Gild to any Member of such Committee or Governing Body,
except free payment of out-of-pocket expenses and interest at the rate aforesaid on
money lent to the Gild
4. No addition, alteration or amendment shall be made to or in the Rules for the time
being in force, unless the same has been previously submitted to and approved by the
Committee.
5. If upon the dissolution of the Gild, there remains, after the satisfaction of all its
debts and liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to or
distributed among the Members of the Gild, but shall be given or transferred to some
other institution or institutions having objects similar to the objects of the Gild, and
which shall prohibit the distribution of its or their income or property amongst its or
their members to an extent at least as great as is imposed under or by virtue Rule 4
hereof, such institution or institutions to be determined by the Members of the Gild at or
before time of dissolution, or in default thereof by a Judge of the High Court of Justice
having jurisdiction in regard to charitable funds, and if and so far as effect cannot be
given to the aforesaid provision then to some charitable object.
6. True accounts shall be kept of the sums of money received and expended by the Guild
and the matters in respect of which such receipts and expenditure take place and of the
property, credits and liabilities of the Gild; and, subject to any reasonable restrictions
as to the time and manner of inspecting the same that may be imposed in accordance with
the Rules of the Gild for the time being in force such account shall be open to the
inspection of the Members.
Once at least in every year the accounts of the Gild shall be examined, and the
correctness of the balance sheet ascertained by one or more auditors appointed by the
Annual General Meeting.

B. MEMBERSHIP
The gild are honoured to have the mayor of Lincoln as there patron.
1. Only Freemen of the City of Lincoln are eligible AS FULL MEMBERS.
2. Candidates for election to membership shall be required to give such evidence of
position and respectability as the Committee may desire. All applications shall be on the
form to be prescribed by the Committee.
3. The Gild in General Meeting shall have power from time to time to fix and alter the
subscriptions to be paid by Members. The subscriptions shall be payable in advance on
election and afterwards on the first day in January in each year. The Gild in General
Meeting shall have power from time to time to fix an entrance fee and to alter or
discontinue the same.
4. Any Member whose subscription is in arrears for a period of six months shall not have
the privilege of receiving notice of or attending or voting at any meeting and if such
subscription shall be in arrears for the period of twelve months, he shall thereby cease
to be a member of the Gild. Any Member wishing to resign must give notice in writing to
the Secretary of the Gild before the first day if January in that year, otherwise he will
be liable for the following years’ subscription. An entry in the Register of Members to
the effect that a Member has ceased to be a Member or has resigned shall be conclusive
evidence thereof.
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5. If the conduct or circumstances of a Member shall, in the opinion of the Committee, or
of any twenty members of the Gild (who shall certify the same in writing) be injurious to
the character and interests of the Gild he shall be liable to expulsion by the Committee,
a meeting of which shall be specially summoned for the purpose of considering the same
and the Committee shall have absolute power to order the expulsion of any Member of
the Gild.
Before, however, ordering the expulsion of any Member, the Committee shall give the
Member a proper opportunity of being heard, and if he so desires of being heard by the
Committee at the Meeting. Any such member ordered to be expelled by the Committee
shall forthwith cease to be a Member and an entry in the Register of Members made in
pursuance of an order of the Committee shall be conclusive evidence thereof.
6. The Committee shall have the power to introduce at any time a scheme of Life
Membership.
7. The Committee shall have power to elect as Honorary Members of the Gild any
Honorary Freemen of the City.
8. The Committee shall have the power to invite partners of Freemen to be associate
members of the Gild if, in their opinion, it is considered desirable in the interests of the
Gild and its objects so to do, provided that no associate shall have any right to vote at
any meeting and they will be known as gild friends . Fees to be as full members.
9. Freemen of other cities or Gilds may be invited to be associate members of the gild,
and they are to be known by the name of journeymen. Fees to be as full members.
10. The committee shall have the power to elect as honorary members of the Gild
widows / widowers of senior Freemen’s fund annuitants.

C. THE COMMITTEE
1. Subject as hereinafter provided the Members of the Committee shall be as follows: The President.
The Master.
The Deputy Master.
The Honorary Chaplain.
The Honorary Secretary.
The Honorary Treasurer.
Not more than twelve Members of the General Purposes Committee.
The Auditors to be elected at the AGM each year.
2. The Committee may appoint a Sick-visitor and a Press and Publicity Officer.
3. The Committee may from time to time increase or reduce the numbers of Members of the
Committee and may make any appointment(s) necessary for effecting any such increase.
4. The Committee may from time to time appoint from Members of the Gild any other sub
Committees as is thought necessary in order to attain the objects of the Gild.
5. The Committee may remove any Member of the Committee before the expiration of his
period of office and appoint another Member in his stead.
6. Should any Member of the Committee abstain from attending one half of the Meetings
of the Committee in any year, he shall cease to be a Member of the Committee at the end
of such year unless he shall give to the Committee satisfactory reasons for his nonattendance and the Committee shall accept the same.
7. The Committee may exercise all such powers of the Gild as are not by the Rules
required to be exercised by the Gild in General Meeting.
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8. The Committee may meet together for the dispatch of business, adjourn and otherwise
regulate their meetings as they think fit, Questions arising at any meeting shall be
decided by a majority of votes; in cases of equality the Master shall have a second or
casting vote. The Master may, and the Honorary Secretary at the request of any six
Members of the Committee shall, at any time summon a Meeting of the Committee. The
quorum necessary for the transaction of the business of the Committee may from time to
time be determined by the Committee and until otherwise determined six Members shall be
a quorum.
9. The Master of the Gild or in his absence the Deputy Master of the Gild shall preside at
all meetings of the Committee. If the Master and the Deputy Master are both absent,
then the Members present shall elect a Chairman to preside over the Meeting.
10. The Committee shall have power to make further rules for the management of the
Gild and to vary, alter or revoke the same from time to time, and each Member is to be
considered as binding himself to abide by and observe the Rules for the time being in
force.
11. The Committee may delegate any of their powers to a Committee or Committees
consisting of such Member or Members of their body as they think fit, and may revoke the
appointment of any such Committee; any Committee so formed shall in the exercise of the
powers so delegated conform to the regulations that may from time to time be imposed on
it by the Gild.
12. The Office of a Member of the Committee shall be vacated if they resign their office
by notice in writing to the Secretary, or if they shall cease for any cause to be a member
of the Gild.
13. Any Member may, at the Annual General Meeting, propose another Member (with their
prior approval) for consideration as an Officer or Committee Member, and if the
proposal is seconded by another Member, it will be accepted for consideration by the
Meeting.
14. The term of office of the elected Master shall be of three year’s duration. Members
of the Gild shall automatically, on the termination of their period of office as Master,
become members of the Committee, if they so desire.
15. Once elected the Presidents term of office would normally be for as long as they
feel that they can be an active officer. (Subject to rule B5)
16. Once elected the Chaplains term of office would normally be for as long as they
feel that they can be an active officer. (Subject to rule B5)

D. GENERAL MEETINGS
1. A General Meeting of the Gild shall be held during April in each year at such time and
place as may be prescribed by the Committee.
2. The above-mentioned General Meeting shall be called the Annual General Meeting;
all other General Meetings shall be called Extraordinary General Meetings.
3. The Committee may, when they think fit convene and Extraordinary General Meeting.
4. Seven days’ notice at least, specifying the place, day and hour of meeting and in the
case of special business, the general nature of such business, shall be given to Members
as hereinafter provided, but the accidental omission to give notice of a General Meeting
to or the non-receipt of such notice by any Member shall not invalidate the proceedings
at any General Meeting.
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5. No business shall be transacted at any General Meeting unless a quorum is present at
the time when the meeting proceeds to business until otherwise determined twelve
Members personally present shall be a quorum.
6. The President of the Gild, or in their absence the Master of the Gild, shall preside at
every General Meeting of the Gild. If the President and Master are both absent, then the
members present shall elect a Member of the Committee who is present to be Chairman
and to preside over the Meeting. The Master may, with the consent of any meeting at
which a quorum is present, adjourn the Meeting from time to time and from place to
place.
7. Every full Member shall have one vote.

E. SEAL
The Seal of the Gild shall not be affixed to any instrument except by authority of
resolution of the Committee and in the presence of at least two Members of the
Committee and the Honorary Secretary, or such other person as the Committee may
appoint for the purpose, and these two members of the Committee and the Secretary or
other person as aforesaid shall sign every instrument to which the seal of the Gild is
affixed in their presence.

F. ACCOUNTS
1. The committee shall cause true accounts to be kept of the sums of money received and
expended by the Gild and the matters in respect of which such receipts and expenditure
take place of all sales and purchases of goods by the Gild and of the assets and
liabilities of the Gild.
2. The Gild in General Meeting may from time to time impose conditions or restrictions as
to the time and manner in which the accounts and books of the Gild shall be open to the
inspection of Members.

G. ROBES AND INSIGNA & BADGES
1. The Gild robe will be an ‘academic’ gown, full length, dark green with a 5cm
facing of yellow, and must be of a design approved by the committee.
2. The Gild badge may be worn on the gild robe on the right sleeve. The FEW badge
may be worn on the left sleeve. Members that are Freemen of other Boroughs may
wear the appropriate badge.
3. Gild Robes and insignia are only to be worn when the event is in the spirit of the
Gild objectives, robes are not to be worn as ‘fancy dress’.
4. The Gild Badge is the City of Lincoln Badge (shield with white/silver background
with a red St George’s cross, in the centre yellow/gold fleur de lye). With the
motto LIBERATUS LINCOLNIENSIS.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Twenty eighth day of February two thousand and eleven,

